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Establishment of specially protected natural territories is a traditional and effective form of conservation of biological and landscape diversity in Russia

Today, Russia has over 13 thousand different EPNT-s, covering more different EPNT-s, covering more than 2 million sq. km. It is 11% of the country's territory.



The federal system of protectedareas includes most valuable natural systems:
103 zapovedniks

50  national parks59  federal sanctuaries
596,000 km2 –2.9% of Russia territory



Ivan Borodin (1847 - 1930) - a prominent Russian botanist and Vasily Dokuchaev (1846 - 1903) - an outstanding Russian scientist, the 

The need to intensify measures for 
protection of nature in the Russian Empire 
became quite apparent in the second half of 
the 19th century. During this period, Russia 
experienced a rapid economic development 
resulting in increased use of natural 
resources. Intensive logging, increased soil 
erosion, and excessive hunting were taking 
their toll.

prominent Russian botanist and academician, author of conceptual works on nature protection.

Grigory Kozhevnikov(1866 - 1933) - Russian zoologist, professor, one of the classics of nature conservation in Russia.

outstanding Russian scientist, the founder of modern  soil science. Author of the idea of creating reserves as research stations.

Georgy Morozov (1867 - 1920) -an outstanding Russian scientist, the founder of the forest biocenology.

The idea of wilderness protection and the  system of especially protected natural territories was emerging in the Russian Empire in the early 20th century.
Several prominent Russian scientists, conservation enthusiasts and naturalists were pioneers of the system of protected areas.



During the first decades of the 20th century, while creating a conservation system in Russia, its proponents focused on the successful model of natural protection in North America.

In 1917 V. Semyonov-Tyan-Shanskyprepared a first draft of protected areas In 1917 V. Semyonov-Tyan-Shanskyprepared a first draft of protected areas network in Russia. It was called “Types of localities in which reserves like American national parks must be established ."

«Significant pristine forest areas should be turned in advance, just as it is done in many areas of North America, into the protected spaces, national parks, in which Taiga would be forever preserved in her sacred form»A. Semenov-Tyan-Shansky(1917)

Benjamin Semenov-Tyan-
Shansky (1870 - 1942) -
Russian geographer, professor, 
the author of the first Russian 
project of the nature protected 
areas network.

Andrey Semenov-Tyan-Shan 
(1870 - 1942) - Russian 
zoologist, professor, the author of 
conceptual ideas in the nature 
protected areas network 
development in Russia.



At the turn of XIX-XX centuries, Russia formed three approaches to the establishment of nature reserves:   
• cultural and aesthetic;
• scientific;
• utilitarian.Cultural and aesthetic approach was represented by the followers of Hugh Konventca A. Borodin, A. Semyonov-Konventca A. Borodin, A. Semyonov-Tyan-Shansky and V. Semyonov-Tyan-Shansky. 

Scientific approach was promoted by G. Kozhevnikov, V. Morozov, and V.Ddokuchaev.
Utilitarian approach was implemented by A. Silantev and D. Solovev.

Anatoly Silant'ev
(1868 - 1918)

The founder of the Russian
game management school ,
initiator of the
first zapovedniks creation.

Dmitry Solovyov
(1886 - 1931)

A classic of the Russian game 
management school, organized  
the first zapovedniks to protect 
sable.



Baykal, Sosnovka bay.Here on July 1, 1914, landed an expedition consisting of G.G.Doppelmaira, K.A.Zabelina, Z.F.Svatosha,A.D. Baturina, D.N. Aleksandrova.
As a result of their work, Barguzinsky nature reserve was established in December 29, 1916

On December 29, 1916, the Russian Senate established the Barguzinsky zapovednik, located on the shores of Lake Baikal, and originally designed to save sable, which is successfully operating today.

Zenon Svatosh (1886 - 1949) -Russian biologist and one of the founders and the second director of  Barguzinsky zapovednik.

Konstantin Zabelin (1885 - 1934) -researcher of the Baikal region, one of the founders and the first director of Barguzinsky zapovednik.



БАЙКАЛ, БУХТА СОСНОВКА.
Здесь 1 июля 1914 года высадилась экспедиция в составе Г.Г.Доппельмаира, К.А.Забелина, З.Ф.Сватоша,А.Д. Батурина, Д.Н.Александрова. 
Результатом работы экспедиции явилось создание  29 декабря 1916 года Баргузинского заповедника

Development of wildness protection continued after the Revolution of 1917, and continued even during the Civil War that  engulfed the Soviet Russia —largely due to pursuits of enthusiasts who linked their life with the cause of wildlife conservation.
Astrakhan zapovednik in the Volga delta. Created in 1919

29 декабря 1916 года Баргузинского заповедника

Vladimir Khlebnikov (1857 -1934) - Russian scientist and naturalist, founder and the first director of Astrakhan zapovednik

Alexander Fersman (1883 -1945) - a prominent Russian geochemist and mineralogist, academician, the initiator of Ilmen zapovednik establishment

Ilmen zapovednik in the Ural. Created in 1920



БАЙКАЛ, БУХТА СОСНОВКА.
Здесь 1 июля 1914 года высадилась экспедиция в составе Г.Г.Доппельмаира, К.А.Забелина, З.Ф.Сватоша,А.Д. Батурина, Д.Н.Александрова. Caucasian zapovednik in the 20s. A reid to fightА.Д. Батурина, Д.Н.Александрова. 
Результатом работы экспедиции явилось создание  29 декабря 1916 года Баргузинского заповедника In the 1920-ies, after the bloody Civil War in Russia, forming of the network of national parks continued.     

During this period several zapovedniks were created:

Crimean zapovednik. Created in 1923.

Caucasian nature reserve officers in 1928.

Caucasian zapovednik in the 20s. A reid to fightpoaching.

1923 – Crimean zapovednik1924 – Caucasian zapovednik1925 – zapovedniks «Stolby»«Kedrovaya Pad’», «Galichya Gora»1927 – Voronezh zapovednik



In the 1930-s, Russia implemented a scientific approach of reserves development.  Fragmented network of reserves was converted into a single national system and was being actively developed. 
1930 - Bashkir, Lapland, Pechero-Ilych, and Central Forest zapovedniks1931 - Kivach zapovednik1932 - Altai and Kandalaksha zapovedniks

German Kreps (1896 - 1944) -
organizer and the first director of  
Lapland zapovednik

Altai zapovednik rangers in 1937.

Construction of a cordon in Altai zapovednik Gregory Grave (1872 - 1957) -
founder and the first director of 
Central Forest zapovednik



In 1934-1936, more reserves were established including  Kronotsky, Oka, Mordvin, Sikhote-Alin, Teberda, Ussuri, Khoper, “Seven Islands", and Central Black Soil zapovedniks.

In 1933, a specialized State Agency was created to managenature reserves of Russia – The Reserves Committee.It was an outstanding event which ensured successful development of wildness protection in Russia for the next 18 years. 

Franz Schillinger (1974 - 1943) –
wildlife conservation activist, initiator of 
the Committee on nature reserves and 
one of its first officers, organizer and 
designer of a number of Russian 
reserves.

The release of beavers into 
the wild. Voronezh 
zapovednik. 1936

Peter Smidovich (1874 - 1935) -
statesman, founder and the first head 
of the Committee on nature reserves.

Central Black Soil zapovedniks.



1940 – the umber of zapovedniks in Russia reached 35.
1943  – despite the war 2 new zapovedniks were created.
1945 – soon after the victory 2 new zapovednikswere established. 

History of wildness protection in Russia in 1940-s was determined, first of all, by the  Second World War (1941-1945) and the devastation that followed.

were established. Wisent breeding ground staff member and his nurslings. Caucasian zapovednik. 1942. 

Blooded wisents brought to Caucasian zapovednik. Caucasian zapovednik officers. May, 9, 1945.



During the Second World War (1941-1945) only the reserves on the occupiedterritory stopped their operations. In allother zapovedniks of Russia research andprotection activities continued despite theextremely difficult economic situation. Theresearchers who worked in a number ofreserves during the war later becamelegends of native wilderness protection.
Konstantin Shvedchikov - Vasili Makarov - Deputy Konstantin Shvedchikov -
Chairman of the Russian 
Committee on Nature 
Reserves in the 40s

Vasili Makarov - Deputy 
Chairman of the Russian 
Committee on Nature 
Reserves

Vadim Rajewski (1909 - 1947) - a 
talented zoologist, researcher at Condo 
-Sosvenskiy zapovednik in Western 
Siberia, the author of fundamental 
scientific work on the sable’s biology.

On the right - Tatiana Ustinova
(1913-2009) - Kronotsky
zapovednik reserve officer, 
discovered and described the 
Valley of Geysers in Kamchatka 
in 1941.



«Our honorable task is to preserve wild 
tiger in the Sikhote-Alin reserve for future 
generations as one of the greatest 
ornaments of nature. Let the people of the 

Communist society, along with the greatest achievements 
of technology, see on the snow of Sikhote-Alin mountains  
traces of these giant cats» Lev Kaplanov

Leo Kaplanov (1909 - 1943). An 
outstanding naturalist, researcher of the 
Amur tiger biology. An officer of Sikhote-
Alin zapovednik, director of Sudzukhinskiy
zapovednik. Killed by poachers in 1943.



In 1950, the number of zapovedniks in the Russian Federationreached 47. However, the following year the authorities,demonstrating a pronounced lack of understanding of therelevance and the mission of this system, integrated parts ofprotected areas into the economic operations. In August of1951, Joseph Stalin signs a document closing a considerablenumber of zapovedniks. 27 zapovedniks were closedcompletely, others were reduced, and the total area ofzapovedniks was shrunk 15 times.
At the same time the Reserves Committee within theAt the same time the Reserves Committee within theGovernment of the Russian Federation was eliminated, whichdealt a blow to the conservation system in the country andcreated many modern problems.
After Stalin’s death, thanks to the efforts of leading scientistsand environmentalists, the system of reserves begins togradually recover and develop. In 1960, the number ofzapovedniks in Russia reached 28.

Joseph Stalin

Altai zapovednik. Closed in 1951.



В 1961 году в Российской In 1961, the system ofzapovedniks in the Russian Federation (and in theSoviet Union in general) is transformed once again, thistime at the initiative of Nikita Khrushchev: 5zapovedniks were fully closed, 4 reorganized and 2more dramatically reduced in size.
"And one more thing. Too many are being created... A large number of them 

Nikita Khrushchev

Kronotskyzapovednik,closed in 1961.
Altai zapovednik. Closed for the second time in 1961.

being created... A large number of them are unnecessary.»Nikita Khrushchev, January, 1961.



And yet, through the efforts of eminent scholars and enthusiasts, the networkof reserves in Russia continued to recover and expand.1963 – 4 new zapovedniks were created1967 – North-Ossetian zapovednik1969 – Baikal zapovednik

Eugeniy Lavrenko (1900-1987), a 
prominent geobotanist, academician. 
In 1957, under his leadership, a 
group of leading environmental 
scientists worked out a development 
plan for the protected areas 
geographic network.

Baikal zapovednik created in 1969.
Formozov Alexander (1899 -
1973) - an outstanding scientist 
and ecologist, zoologist and 
biogeographer, who made a great 
contribution to the development of 
protected areas in Russia.



1970-80         The system of zapovedniks continues to thrive, expanding its geography with considerable attention being paid to research in protected areas.  Also, a network of Federal sanctuaries is being actively formed. In 1983 the first national parks are established. 

Elk Island national park created 
park near Moscow in 1983.

South Kamchatka federal 
sanctuary created in 1983.

Sochi national park created in 
1983 in the Caucasus. 



In 1990-s the breakup of the Soviet Union and the major policy reforms led to the economic crisis, rising social tensions, and a spike in crime rate.The system of reserves and national parks was forced to adapt to new conditions.  At the same time, the authorities provided considerable support to enhance the network of protected areas and national parks, and the country witnessed a massive growth of new protected areas. A number of important progressive legislation related to wilderness protection were passed.
In 1992-2000  27 new zapovedniks and 18 national parks were created, while the total area of federal protected areas grew by 22 million hectares.

1991 - The Russian government approves the Regulation on state nature reserves;
1992 – A presidential decree on Russian protected areas is issued, aimed at supporting nature conservation;
1995 – A new Federal Law on protected areas is adopted.

federal protected areas grew by 22 million hectares.

Yugyd Va National Park is the first in Russia 
to receive the UNESCO World Natural 
Heritage status (1995)



2009 – the Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology of Russia takes the control of almost all the reserves, national parks and federal wildlife refuges.

2001-2016 Federal system of protected areas gradually strengthens and their governance is delegated to a single environmental agency.  Considerable emphasis is placed on environmental advocacy and the development of ecological tourism.  Upgrading and modernization of protected areas infrastructure is underway. New large-scale conservation and biodiversity projects are being Implemented. International cooperation is being significantly expanded.

national parks and federal wildlife refuges.2009 – Russian Arctic National Park is created (expanded in 2016).2011 - The Russian government approves the Development concept for the federal system of protected areas for the period up to 2020.2012 - Land of Leopard National park and Beringia National park are created.
2013 – A meeting of directors of all the nature reserves and national parks is held for the first time in Russia.2014 - A large Russian delegation participates in the World Parks Congress in Sidney.2015 - Bikin National Park is created.2016 - The amount of the protected areas has grown and reached 103 nature reserves and 50 national parks.



FEDERAL  PROTECTED 
AREA CATEGORY GOALS RESTRICTIONS

State Nature Zapovednik
IUCN Category: Ia and Ib

 protection of natural systems and sites;research and environmental monitoring
 environmental education
 strictly limited and regulated educational tourism

- no economic operations (except those related to the implementation of the objectives of the reserve);
- special permissions to visit only

National Park
IUCN Category: II
Some PAs named NP perform the functions of category V

 protection of natural systems and sites
 environmental education
 tourism and recreation
 research and environmental monitoring

- functional zoning (including allocated strictly protected zones);
- construction and land use for recreational purposes;
- land lease;
- some third-party users land may be included in the area

State Nature sanctuary
(Zakaznik)
IUCN Category: IV

 protection of natural systems and sites - determined  according to the specific profile of the sanctuary



Provide an effective system of protection of natural systems

What do we want to achieve by governing the federal protected areas system in Russia:

Provide an effective system of protection of natural systems



Implement programs and activities aimed at the preservation of valuable, rare and 

What do we want to achieve by governing the federal protected areas system in Russia:

Implement programs and activities aimed at the preservation of valuable, rare and endangered species



To ensure the relevance of scientific research and monitoring conducted in zapovednirs and national parks

What do we want to achieve by governing the federal protected areas system in Russia:

To ensure the relevance of scientific research and monitoring conducted in zapovednirs and national parks



Make environmental education conducted at zapovedniks and national parks 

What do we want to achieve by governing the federal protected areas system in Russia:

Make environmental education conducted at zapovedniks and national parks more noticeable nationwide 



A greater involvement of the federal protected areas into the ecological tourism activity, while ensuring a high level of preservation of natural systems.

What do we want to achieve by governing the federal protected areas system in Russia:

activity, while ensuring a high level of preservation of natural systems.



From the speech of Professor I. Borodin at the I International Conference on the Protection of Nature (Switzerland, Berne, 1913):«Russia, which occupies one sixth of the globe, is fully aware of its responsibilities in relation to nature and humanity»and humanity»
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Thank You very muchThank You very much!                                     !                                     
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